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revenge of the National Socialist terrorists in Austria, then
the German Reich had an immediate excuse, unaccompanied
by long preliminary bloodshed, to intervene and to occupy
Austria.
But this plan was not at all to Papen's liking. Much as
he had exerted himself in the past three and a half years to
force Austria within the confines of the German Reich, he
had no desire to achieve this aim by the sacrifice of his
own life. For, as we have mentioned on several previous
occasions, Herr von Papen is no hero but only an adventurer
and intriguer.
And for this simple reason, on 26th January 1938, Papen
sent his attache, Baron von Ketteler, to the Viennese State
Police. He was to give the authorities politely to under-
stand that there had come to the ambassador's ears rumours
of a certain putsch plot by irresponsible elements against the
German Legation. He must leave it to the police themselves
to ascertain the truth of these rumours.
It was naturally the duty of the Austrian police, working
on this warning, immediately to set their whole machinery
in motion, and so no later than the next day Dr. Tavs and
his entire gang were arrested in possession of the Rudolf
Hess Plan which had been deposited with Dr. Tavs. The
police report went straight to Dr. Schuschnigg who, as is
understandable, was not a little indignant when he held in
his hands a plan by Hess, * Hitler's Deputy', for the destruc-
tion of Austria. Schuschnigg had the plan photographed
at once and sent a copy to Mussolini. He intended to have
Dr. Tavs tried in public and to produce the R. H. plan in
evidence.
The End of Baron von Ketteler
Here the course of historical developments must again
be anticipated in order to round off an episode which has
direct connection with it. Baron Emmanuel von Ketteler,
the secretary and personal friend of Papen, had by
his intervention, without a doubt, indirectly saved the
life of the ambassador. Herr von Ketteler was re-